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iibtrty and Union, now and forever, one and

Inseparable."

THURSDAY, JANUAltY 27, 1853.

THE VACANCT IN A SKNATOU1AL SEAT FttOM
MISSISSIPPI.

We ooniply with cheerfulness with the re<fuest of
the Governor of the State of Mississippi, by giving
due spacc to the Letter, and the "Card" aecompa-
Dying it, which will be found in unother p:ige of this
paper, netting forth his views regarding the Ex
eeutivo Appointment of a Senator at the counntuce-

mcut of a regular term of sis years to .serve a por¬
tion of such term.
The Communication of the Governor having been

induced by a casual suggestion by us of what wc un¬

derstood to be the settled Law upon the subject,
th re* is au obvious propriety in our stating, some¬

what more c xaetly than we have yet done, the grounds,
of the opinion upon which tho Governor has made an

issup; in doing which, not being bound to maintain any
particular opinion, or to express any judgmeut upon
this subject other than such as shall be perfectly
impartial, we are actuated by no other motive than
that of bearing true testimony to the letter and
spirit of the Constitution, the truth of history, and
Senatorial judguient.und precedent upon this Subject.

It is due to the earnestness and attention which
Governor Foote* bus bestowed upon the matter, in
the article above referred to, that we should eudea-!
vor frankly, but respectfully, to point out certain
inadvertencies and misconceptions into which we

believe, with great deference, he has fallen.
The Governor has quoted that part of the Consti¬

tution relating to the choice of Senators; but, un¬

fortunately for his position on this question, he has
taken a stand upon one view only of the subjcct,
aud that one the last and incidental, instead of the
main aud principal \icw.
The V institution does expressly provide that " the

4i Senate of the United States shall be composed of
*. two'Senators from each State, chosen by the Le-
" gi>lafcure thereof fe'r six years." This is the main
provision for constituting the Senate of the United
States, by supplying two Senators for each St^to, to

serve for six years. Such choice, by the State Le¬
gislatures, was necessary for the formation of the
Senate in tho first instance, when, in accordance
with the Constitution, the Senators were divided
into thivc classes: such choice is necessary when
new States are first represented in the Senate ; aud
such choicc has ever been considered necessary to
rem w the six years' term, before the expiration of
such cither from its first creation or frpm
any subsequent renewal. Should the Legislature,
which is but one branch of the State authority, f.iii
to perform its duty to its owji State,*as well as to
the United States, by declining, omittiug, or neglect-
iDg ty choose a Senator at a proper time, so as to
leave an interval or interregnum in the representa¬
tion of any State in the Senate, it would thereby
.undertake, tacitly at least, by such dereliction of
duty, to d' prive the Sjfate of its equal suffrage in
the Senate, in palpable violation of the Coustitu-|
tiOn, which declare.*, iu the last clause of the fifth
article, " that no State, trilmrat its consent, shall be
<icprive i of its equal Suffrage in the svrnntc."

The only mode and manner of avoiding such
viol ltioc of the Constitution, and injury to the
State, is by previously choosing a Senator by the
Legislature. Without such previous, election by
the Legislatures the Seuatc would uot have been
in existence on the 4th of March, 17S9, to begin
the Government under the Constitution; by such
previous election new States are provided with re¬

presentatives in the Senate as .soon as admitted into
tlr: tjnionj and by such previous election the con¬

tinued organization and integrity of the Senate has
been preserved from the begiuning of the Go% :rn-

ment; and, we sincerely tru->t, will contiuue to be
until the end of time.
By adducing a few isolated cast-s, and those b;:-

iU(; n^t only exceptions to, but violation** of tLe
rule, the Governor lias brought forward strung tc^-

tiiuon> to prove and confirm the rule, and the re¬

gularly established practice of the Government
under the Constitution. Fur, while all the hun¬
dred? of other cases of previous appointment* by
the legislatures, and of declining or omitting to

appoint in such eases by the State Executives, arc

diametrically opposed to the view- of his Excellen¬
cy, he has been able to adduce but five ^usca in
their favor, and in only one of these was there any
.juoation or point made in the Senate; and that was

in the case of UftiAU Tracy, of Connecticut, in
1S01, in which Gov. Foote's present views were

supported aloue by Members of the Old Federal
party, having then a majority of three in the Se¬
nate over the Jeffersonian Republicans ; the latter
of whom denied, by their vote, that the Governor
had any right or power to make an appointment of
a Senator for any portion of a term to supply the
onm*ion of the Legislature to choose in proper
time a Senator for a full term of six years.

T'te Governor, and those who side with him now
on this question, will find that in the cases since
<»ecurring in the Senate, of which only two arc no¬

ticed, his views arc conclusively reversed by the
reports of the committees to whom they were re¬

ferred and by the votes of the Senate. In the first
of these, that of James LaxMAN, of Connecticut,
th< y will find themselves opposed by the following
distinguished statesmen, many of whom have since
p:umed from the stag** of life, viz : Messrs. i Jarton,
1 V'lton, Berrien, Branch, Chaudler, Dickenson,
li-ttoB, I'indlay, Gaillard, JIayne, Holmes of Maine,
lloltu-s of Mississippi, Jackson, King of Alabama,
Li- ydMaryland, Macon, Marks, Buggies, Smith,
'1*t welt, Vi»n Buren, Van Dyke, and Williams.

It will be perceived that both the Senators from
the Stat«; of Mississippi then in the Senate went,
with the other dintiiiguisbcd statesmen abow nam¬
ed, directly against the views of the present Gov¬
ernor of that State on this rabject.

In ti.e second of the solitary cases that have oc¬
curred sine- the petiod above referred to, a report
wus mid<* by the distinguished juriat, Feu* G*U*-
i.Y, of Tennessee, in which he states, in speakingof the decision mad- in the case of James Lanman
as follows :

"This decision seems to have betn generally ae-
" i^uicsccd iu since that time; nor is it niitend-
44 ed by the committee to call iu. correctness in
" question. The principle aawrted in that caee is,
'. that the Legislature of a State, by making dec-1
u tioDB themselves, shall provide for all vacancies
" which must occur at tdatnl and ;
" and that the expiration of a regular term of ^.r.

u vice is not such a .ntiDgency a» U emtracod >n..ITthird aectiuu uf the Sr.t article of the Cob.
" btitutiou.UlUUUM.

.

The principle here doelurcd is l>hun, »»»P "nd
.Mil, undcrLod, vit- ,hat ,1* »»« f" "¦ f . Miular Senatorial (rnn i» always apiratwn of a >ujular .*« «

^thiuo certain and m mew; una mo uuijr
Kislaturo, and of that authority aloue under the
Constitution, to provide by choosing a Senator for
the ensuing successive terra of six yearn, cannot be
evaded without a violation of the Const,tut.ou and
of ibo rights of the State concerned.

There is in thia principle no room for chance, or

the happening of a vacancy, as contemplated by the
second clause of the third section of article one of
',hc Constitution, which declares that « if vacancies
4 happen, by resignation or otherwise, dariug t e

. recess of the Legislature of any State, the bxccu-
< tive thereof may make temporary appointment
< until the next meeting of the Legislature, whic
< stall theu fill such vacancies."
The word " happen," hero used in the Constitu¬

tion, clearly defines the contingency in which the
Governor of a State has the power to make a tem¬

porary appointment. The meaning of this word,
according to the best authorities, being <. to full ou j
to chance j to come to paw; to light, to fall y
chancein which may plainly be recognised the
iut. ntion of the frauicrs of the Constitution to pro¬
vide for the many qontingcncies depending upon the

uncertainty of life, upon the accidents of life, and
the changes of the mind or will, to which every in- jdividual who may be chosen by the Legislature for
six years is always liable. In order that such casu-

ally may not deprive a State of its equal reproscn-
tation in the Senate, the Governor is authorized to
make a " temporary appointment until the next
< meeting of tho Legislature, which shall then fill
4 such vacancy."

It may also be stated, by way of enforcing the
irresistible conclusion here arrived at, that, instead
of the Senate of the United States being composed
of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Le¬
gislature thereof for six years, the power contended
for by Governor Foote would authorize every Gov¬
ernor to usurp the power of the Legislature, amd
violate the Constitution, by making temporary ap-
pointmcnts for a part of the six years.
"The National Intelligencer announces very exulting-

lv the passage of a bill through the United States House
of Representatives, appropriating fifty thousand dollars
for the erection nt tho federal city of a Bronze Equestrian
Statue of Geob.gr Washington. There is not a true man

| in the country who will not ioiu in the rejoiang 01 Ue
Intelligencer at this or any other evidence that tho Father

j of his3 Country is still remembered by the American

people.not one who will not rejoice to see an equestrian
-tatue go up, and, If fifty thousand dollars is insufficient
for the crcction of a statue worthy of the gTcat man

whose character and services it will commemorate who
will not gladly see the appropriation doubled.. But do
not the editors of the Intelligencer agree with us that it
would, after all, bo quite as well for Congress to see that
the monument already commenced be completed before
another is attempted ? Are they of opinion tlrft we best
show our veneration for Washington by commencing a

great many monuments and then permitting them to lag
for want of funds to finish them ? If Congress has a few jhundred thousand dollars to spare for such purposes-as
it certainly has.let an ample appropriate be made at
once for completing the National Monument, and let the
equestrian statu# be placed ou its top, or in some part ot

the It wouU be moftifyiug to see the statue
go up while the monument was crumbling into rums for ^want of money to complete it.".A'ctc London Chromde. |

Our friend of the Chronicle has overlooked the
difference between the fulfilment of a pledged obli¬
gation ou the part of the Government, f<>r the erec¬
tion of a « Statue of Washington," and the execu¬
tion of a private enterprise, like that of the Monu¬
ment to Washington. Should private subscriptions
tor the Monument hereafter fall off, so as to thrcat-

| en a stoppage of that great national work, it is qnite
probable thai Congress will lend a helping hand

j towards its completion. Hut that time has not arri\ ed.
! Tue lofty obelisk Ins already attained a height of
some wii* hundred and twenty feet of its destinedI the hundred fret, containing about six millions of

| cubic feet of solid masonry ; and, by means derived
from continued individual contributions, the work

1 is going on as fast as would perhaps be prudent in

such a structure.
The Japan Expedition..The iJoston Post

1 publishes the following extract from a letter rceciv-
ed from a gentleman who has just returned to thisj country from a trip to China, relative to the feelingsof the Japanese toward the exj>edition expected fromthe United States:

«' I was informed by a gentleman, a native of Japan,that the Emperor Is ready for tho American expedition.
. He exhibited a letter to me, which he had just received
from oue of his countrymen, then on the island of Jeddo.I The people kept a strict lookout all over the coast;and their firc« were already burning on the mountains at
night, in order to be prepared in case the aqiiadron should
appear at night. One million of soldiers are ready and
at hand. The coast is all set with guns, *hile in the bayof Je Ido. where th« fleet is expected, there are countless
war junks, and the whole bay is surronnded with innu¬
merable forts. The expedition will find the Japanesemuch better soldiers than they anticipate. * * *
The presents had better have been left at home. A trade
will not soon be opened with that country, except byforcc."

Dr. Junius Smith died at New York on SundayList, aged 72 yearn. In noticing the event tbc Jour¬
nal of Commerce says:

.' The great public enterprises to which I)r. Smith de-
.voted a considerable portion of his life were the establish¬
ment of Tranwatiantic Steam Navigation and the Natu¬
ralization of the Tea Plant in the United States. To the
first he earlj directed his attention, maintained its prac-
ticabiliiy, and sought to apply to it the test of experi¬
ment, long before it came to be regarded as a regular efli-
cient auxiliary of foreign eommcrce.

.' Our readers hare been advised from time to time of
Dr. Smith's operations at Greenville, (S. C.) in connexion
with the nurture of the tea plant, for which he claims to
have secured a thrifty growth on Ajnerican soil. It is to
be hoped that his labors will not be suffered to come to
nought fur want of such carefal effort as is requisite to
the satisfactory development of the experiment which the
Doctor so aasiduously prosecuted during the last years of
his life."

A singular affair recently oc nrrcd in Salem, Ohio. A
dispute had arisen between the sheriff of that connty .*nd
the officers ot the Farmers' Branch Hank in relation to
the amount oftaxes the Hank wa- legally required to pay.
The sheriff, apparently thinking legal means to settle the
question too alow and uncertain, went to the bank with
un armed posse, succeeded by a stratagem in getting in,
assaulted and beat thl officers, au<I then, breaking open
the vanlt, took out $V»00, the amount claimed for taxes.
A high-handed ac^truly !

The Vew Orleani " Hulletin" contradicts the statement
circulated in some of the newspapers that property in that
city ha* depreciatedduring the last year, and saya : " The
holders of real estate will notthiuk of selling at any thing
like the rates which ruled twelve months kince. and that
all public sales show an advance of ten and fifteen per| cent., oftentimes much greater." *

Hi cm Birckkcad, Ksq., an eminent merchant of Balti-
more, died in that city on Saturday night.

important FROM MEXICO.

The Now Orleans Bee has files of the Zitupoul-
teca, published at JaLpa, as late as the 31st ultimo.
Ou the 30th, the National Guard at Julapa. un¬

der the command of Dun Patricio Nava, pronounced
iu favor of the revolutionary plan of Guadalajara.
The insurgents compelled the Town Council to as-*
soluble, which adopted their plan. IuvitatioOs were

sent to Gen. Mendoza and Gov. I'alacio to join the
rebels. The former refused; tho ref>ly of the latter
hud not been received ; but the Council determined
to proceed to the election of another Goycraor, in
case I'alacio should decline uniting with than.
A vessel which left Vera Cruz on the S\d instant

reports that the city and castle had pronounced in
favor of the revolution on the evening of/the '28th
December, but things were quiet when sh< left.

There were some 1,600 troops at Vera Cruz, and
repairs were making to the fortifications. \

The cities of Jalapa, Cordova, and TcLuantepee
had pronounced iu favor of the GuadalajaraWatform.
The revolutionary movement had reifched the

city and State of San Luis de Potosi. 1
Order uud the power of the Central Government

had been restored iu Aguas Calientos. 1
Letters from Guaymas state that the remainderof De llaousset's expedition had been dispii-scd.
The above is the substance of the latest accounts

from Mexico, received per mail, by wayjpf New
Orleans. The details the movements rotorud to
are uninteresting, and it does not appear tMx they
caused any bloodshed. Theiiffmportnuce, hovf^vcr, J.is enhanced by a telographic comuiunication re-

eeived last night, bringing dates frdui the city of
Mexico to the 12th instant, which represents the lie-
public throughout to be iu a stat<j of the greatest
disorder and consternation. Present Arista had
resigned the Presidency and privajbly left the city.
IIis troops, it is said, were route* and Senor Ce-
VALLA8, President of the Suprem Court, had esta-
blished a temporary Govcruinc t. So that, it
would seem, another crisis in the affairs of Mexico
has been reached, but how to bo jfissed time alone
can determine. One of the leadig objects of the
revolt, we believe, is a reformation >f the Tariff.

In the present distracted couditi<n of Mexico it
is not improbable that Santa ansa will be again
restored to power. We mention d, a few. days
ago, that three commissioners from the revolution-
ary party had touched at Havana about the 10th
instant, on their way to commuuititc with Santa
Anna and invite his return to Mexico. A tew
weeks ago he was still at Carthniena, but the Pa-
nama papers stated that he walabout to embark
from Carthagena, coutemplatiug - return to his na-

tive laud, to avail himself of th; general di».-atis-
faction with Gen. Arista's aikuuistration. 1 he
New Orleans " True Delta" thio;s it probable that
the exile removed to Jamaica t) be in closer and
more regular communication wih his fricnJs, and
that, as Vera Cruz is in possession of his party, we

may expect to hear before manj days of his lauding
there, and of his sueces.-ful entry into the capital.

FROM FLORDA.
The steamer Fashion, arrived at New Orleans,

brings accounts from Tampa Bay to the loth ia-
staut. Gen. CniLl>8 was at th) poet, and aLso Capt.
Graham, commanding the engineer party which
ksurveying the route for a ship canal. Gen. hlak f.
Ivft Tampa for Fort Myers on the 17th. Nothinghas been heard from the Indiana; they have fled to Jpartt» unknown.
A General Banking L.vw bas remained t>n the

statute-book of Massachusetts some two jrears, aud j
uot a single company, not a single man. has taken
advantage of it. No bank has been organized under
the general law, whilst numerous applications ha\e
been made, aud more arc expected, for banks on
the old plan of separate charters.

South Sii»e Railroad..A bill makiig a loan
from the State of Virginia to complete the South
Side Railroad was put upjn its passage in the House
of Delegates on Saturday, and passed.ayes 80, noes
54. The Richmond Times says that this vote set-
ties, so far as the House is concerned, the question
of internal improvements.

Til it Plea or 8lLF-l>***nce.-*f Cuba be c.-m-u-
tial to our self-defence, will uot Porto llico and .Ja¬
maica be just as essential after Cuba is acquired 1
Is not Canada just as essential, aud then New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia'! How are wc to get
them ? If our safety depends upon the acquisition
of the territory that is next to us, then'we shall not
be safe till 44 the whole boundless continent is ours,
nor then shall we bo safe till the islands are annex- jed, nor will the islands be safe till the further main
laud is brought under the stripes and stars. To
such absurdity does the plea of self-defence carry |
us; nowhere short of this can wc stop, if we aban-1
don the safe principles which lio at the foundation
of republican government..I'rovidtiwe Journal.

Internal Improvements in Virginia..The1
Richmond Enquirer of Monday Hays :
" The House of Delegates on Monday passed, by a de¬

cided rote, the bill incorporating the Board of Public
Works for the construction of a railroad from CoTington
to the Ohio river, at a point not lower than the mouth of
Big Sandy, nor higher than Point Pleasant. The bill ap.
propriates a million of dollars for the purpose.

" A bill increasing the capital stock of the M»na«sas
Gnp Railroad Company was read a third time and pass<-<l; |
Yeas 93, noes 38.

«. A bill to authorize the Orange and Alexandria Rail¬
road Company to extenU* their road to Lynchburg was
taken up, and Mr. Rivas withdrawing his pending amend¬
ment, the bill, with other amendments by Mr. Rims, was
ordered to be read a third time."

'Ll'11'

Proposed Kailroad to Lake Superior..A
meeting of persons particularly conncctcd with the
mineral region of Lake Superior, and others interested ia
that section of country, was held in New York on the
19th instant, for the purpose of organization, with a view
to concert such measures as would best promote the es¬
tablishment of a railroad to connect Lake Superior with
the seaboard, by means of an extension of the present
line from Chicago, and thereby secure a daily open com¬
munication by land in place of that by water, which*
owing to the interruption caused to navigation during
cold weather, creates an embargo upon the transportation
of nil freight and supplies for a period of seven out of
twelve months in the year.

Resolutions wer« adopted in fa*or of Constructing aline
of railway from Fond-du-Lac to certain point* within the
limits of Michigan and Wisconsin -the part within the
limits of Michigan to run to some point to be t-elected upon
Kewanaw Point, at or near the shore oi Lake Superior,
with a branch to the westward to some point between
Ontonigon and Montreal Rivers, and also a branch to the
eastward to some point at or near Iron Bay ; and that
Congress be urged to grant to the Stales of Wisconsin
and Michigan, respectively, for the purpose of aiding ia
making the proposed rnilroad, every alternate section af
the public land through which it passes, equivalent to
seven sections in width on aach aide of said road and its
branches.

.. a .

The Virginia Colonisation Society has mftn'irialfoed the
Legislature, for an aunnal grant sufficient to defray the
expenses of colonizing the annual increase of the free
colored people of the State, which iuere.tstv Is estimated at
about 1,000. ,

TIIE PRESIDENT ELECT.

At a meeting of the Board of Mayor and Alder¬
men of Boston, on Monday, the following letter was
received from Gen. Pijcucx, declining the hofpitali-
tiorf extended him when he should pass through
Bo*ton 011 his way to the seat of government:

Concord, (N. II ) January 21, 1853.
M* DkarSir: When the Committee of the City Gov¬

ernment of Boston personally presented to me the official
resolution, and ditto your very kind and gratifying letter,
inviting uie to accept on my way to the seat of govern¬
ment the hospitalities of the city, I expressed verbally uiy
thanks and acceptance.stating at the same time that my
own inclinations would prompt me to desire that my jour¬
ney might bo performed without any public denionstra-
tiou of consideration. After the event wliich has recent¬
ly fallen upon me with such crushing Weight, it will of
course bo expected that I will proceed to the post of duty
as quietly and privately as the modes of public travel will
admit.

1 am by no means iduensible to the kindness with which
you proposed to receive me. You will do me the justice
to believe that 1 fully appreciate the evidences of friendly
estimation I have received lVom the citizens of IJpston,
and that 1 deeply feel the sentiments of confidence con¬
tained in your invitation. Hut I would not be understood
as supposing that your courtesies are extended to me on
account of any personal claims upon your regard. It is
gratifying to ine to feel that they spriug from a nobler
motive, and that you proposed to receive mo as the repre¬
sentative of a principle which is uppermost in our hearts.
The basis of that principle is the sac reduoss of the Union.

As with you it will ever be inseparable from the rever¬
ed and grateful memory of your foremost man, so it will
be cherished by all while any adequate love of our com¬
mon country exists in the Republic. Whatever anxieties
may yet be in store lor me, whatever obstacles may inter-
poso in the way of duty, 1 have an undying faith that 1
nil nit never falter In my devotion to this object, aud Hook
with fearless confidence for the support tf all patriotio
men of whatever party in my endeavors to preserve that
union of the hearts aud supremacy of the laws which are
the surest guarantee of our happiness for the present and
the future.

Permit me to repeat my sense of obligation to you, and
believe me, very truly, your friend and obedient, servant,

FllANK. PIERCE.
Hon. Bknjamin Skavkr,

Mayor of the city of Boston, Mass.

BllKNOS Ayees..The Montevideo Comorio of
the 5th December appears to anticipate a conflict be¬
tween Buenos Ayres and its allies on the one part,
and the late " Protector," Gen. Urquiza, of Lntre
Rioe. Forces were collecting on both sides, each to
guard against an attack from the other. We hard¬
ly think they will be foolish enough to go to fight¬
ing, but possibly they may. Man's wisdom, as
Governor Tliroop used to say, is " a small light."

[Journal of Commerce.

The McDonojgii Will Case..Remarkingupon
the late decision in this case by the Supreme Court
of Louisiana, the Baltimore American says :

" This decision settles the question forever between the
States of Maryland and Louisiana, and the cities of Balti¬
more and New Orleans. The cities arc to get it, and not
the States. But there is another cause in the Circuit
Court of the United States at New Orleans, between the
heirs at law of McDonogh and the devisees under his will,
which has been decided by Judge McCalib <iyaini( those
devisees and in favor of the heirs. This decision has been
appealed from by the executors, who seek to maintain,
before the United States Supreme Court at Washington,
the legality of the will iu every particular. By the deci¬
sion just rendered, it seems that the chances of this city
are improving. Three of the Judges sustain the claim of
the cities, and only one supports that of the States, while
they seem unanimous in upholding the will. Should the
Supreme Court at Washington coincide with the four
Judges of the Supremo Court of Louisiana, Baltimore
will obtain more than a million and'a half of dollars from
this bequest." #

. In the New York Legislature on Saturday a large
portion of the Senate session was devoted to a de¬
bate growing out of a resolution proposing to appoint a

committee to investigate the affair? of the Nevr York
Broadway Railroad. Iu the course of it the Common
Council of that city and tho Railroad Company were

charged with fraud, See. iu the iiouso of Assombly,
among the notices if forthcoming bills, was one to repeal
the charter of the Tauiuiany Society of New York, and a

resolution offered to appoint a committee to examine into
its affairs, to ascertain if it had not violated its charter.
This grows out of the troubles iu the New York city De¬
mocracy.
Lovisiaka..Governor Waikkr's message represents

the finances of Louisiana as not in a favorable condition.
During the last year the Treasurer lias been unable to
meet many just demands upon the State. The public
works have, however, been prosecuted with success to
the extent of the mean* provided, and further and larger
appropriations arc recommended to complete works now
in progress. Prompt action is specially urged to prevent
overflows from the Mississippi. The year's sales of
swamp and overflowed lands have,realized $112,000.
The banks of the State are reported to be eound and

prosperous; their circulation on the 30th of December
last having been $5,400,000, while the specio in their
vaults amounted to #8,200,000. The Covernor declares
himself in favor of free banking, but dwells upon the ne¬

cessity of caution in organizing a banking system.
Other recommendations relate to the establishment of

probate courts, and (he amendment of the constitution in
regard to the representative basis ; the latter being sus¬
tained by the consideration that the principle of the " ne¬

gro basis" is contrary to the spirit of our institutions and
inimical to the interests of a large portion of the State.

Twkstt-six ]li'm>RED Dkaths bt Cholera..Letters
from St. Jago, Cuba, state that according to the official
returns twenty-six hundred and fifty persons died of
cholera at St. Jago, Cuba, in October, November, and
December last, out ofa population of 30,000 to 85,000 souls.
During the height of the pestilence, a terrible earthquake
occurred, which destroyed many of the best buildings in
the city.

Mr. W*. Wickir, of Pike county, (Ala.) died at his
residence on the 20th ultimo, aged 106 years. The de¬
ceased served in the revolutionary war. He was in the
battle at Eutaw Springs, and whs engaged in several
tkirmiuhe* with the British and Tories under General
Marion, of South Carolina.

Jon* Barklrv, Esq., the President of the Lexington
and Danville Railroad Company, (Kentucky,) lost his life
ln«t week in consequence of having been thrown from his
buggy while on his wny from Lexington to Danville.

Tri.kos Kvn Bktwekn Ei R"i¦* asd Amkric v..The idea
of connecting Great Britain and the Unite! States by
Telegraph is revived in London on a grand scale. The
proposition is to extend the line from Scotland, by way of
the Orkney, Shetland, find FcrM island?, to Icdand, and
thence to Greenland; thence across Datia's Straits to
Labrador and Quebec. The entire length of the line will
be 2,fi00 miles; and the submarine portion* of it from
1,4<K) to 1,000. From the Sht tland blinds it « promoted
to carry a branch to Bergen, in N«rwny, connecting it
there with a line to Christiana, Stockholm, Gottenburg,
And Copenhagen; from Stockholm a line may easily cross
the Gulf of Bothnia to St. Petersburg. The whole ex¬

pense of this groat international work Is estimated consid¬
erably below X500,000.

Old Paihtinq..A very ftno old picture of the Flemish
school, from the collection of Lord Fairfax, may be seen

lit the Bookstore of Messrs. Tati.oh & Mavuv. It is
offered for sale, and is well #orth the inspection of the
wealthy and tasteful among us, who are making collections
of art of this recherche description.
Proorrsr or tub Aor..The following notice appears

under the marriage head of the Gardiner '(Me.) Tran¬
script :

« \?o,the hare pl<x%e<l onraalrr* to each VtVar for Hf»,
or m long a* w» oan llts in li*ruy»ay, ami now "Ktnln tb» conjugal
raUttoax. Thin we do without CMfbrnltlf U> the luwg nrul omtoma of
thi« nation In r»ff«nl to marriage belloiln* It te lie an nihlr sxrlnalTa-
Ij onr own, and that no othtn, whethar of fH*t> . Cbori-h, or Stat#,
have aught to do or nay in the matter.

" M> iloom it necraaar f to gtr* thl« nolle* that f>ur friend* and th#
public mi; know of oyr nnlon.tbat w. may not ba rxpo*ed to "lander.

'. Raw. f Hiuw,
" ItaasixT N. Howam."

CONFESSIONS tfF AN APACHE CHIEF.

Tho fall of 1849 and spi.iug of 1850 will long be
remembered by the people 01 the Western froutior
Statos and our Territories of tu'e deep iaterior for
the Acts of blood perpetrated by son.1** tit tho Indians
of New Mexico. The two uiost proiuin^ut caaew were
the massacre of a party conducting a Jrain of wa¬

gons ow^npd and accompanied by Mr. Yv OJTK, a

Santa Fe merchant, and his wife and child. The
second was tho destruction of the entire pariy in
charge of the United States mail from Indepen¬
dence to Santa Fe, in May, 1850, consisting of
eleven persons, all males. Until now, though sus¬

picions wore plentiful, certainty has not been attain¬
ed, At a recent talk had with C/ou^on, the chief
of a band of Apaches, ^Jicarillas, wo believe,) at
Albiqui, in New Mexico, by Major Grkinjcr,
Secretary of State of New Mexico, employed by tho
Governor, as we suppose, in Indian service, the
probable truth has come'out, which wo think of in¬
terest enough to publish, as we find it iu tho Santa
Fe Gazette.
Chacon said: " His people went to Las Vegaa for tlie

purpose of making peace. They Wert there attacked by
an armed force, and fourteen of their uumber killed.
Chacon himself wus not in with his people, but was near
the town, And heard the firing. The reason assigned for
this massacre of the Indians was, that it was said an

Apache had killed two Mexicans and driven off the stock
at Cos* Colorada. This report, Chacon says, was not true.

After this event, the Apaches under Chino attacked
two Americans and one Mexican near the Wagon-mound,
capturing two children.girls. Chino himself was killed
in this fight. »

The next event (of course Chacon had no dates) in order
was the massacre of tVhite's party. This deed was per¬
petrated by the Utahs and Apm«hoB joiutly. They had
gune into the camp of th6 whites in the morning, which,
Chacon suid, was on lied river. But this could not hare
been so, for the party were massacred nearly midway
between the Point of Hocks and Whetstone Creek. From
the spot where the party were murdered to the crossing
of Red river is a very good day's travel. If the party
were encamped upon any stream when tho Indians visited
them in the morning, it must have been the Whetstobe, a
fe,w miles from where the massacre took place, or the
Rabbit-ear, twenty miles further back, and a few miles
east of the Round Mound. llut Chacon's saying that the
camp was on Red river was most probably from the fact
that it was in sight of Red river, (as the place of massacre
really is,) and, iu a direct line, not a great distance
from it.
The party of Indians, he says, were driven from the

camp, and this was the cause of their attacking them
afterwards. We think most likely this is a true state¬
ment. \\ 0 know such is the treatment the Indians usuallyreceive from the trains. Indeed, it is usually found ne¬
cessary to resort to some such measure in order to getrid of their most annoying importunities.

After this repulse from the camp, (probably at Whet¬
stone,) the fight commenced. White and a negro woman
were killed, and the woman (Mrs. White) and child were
captured, and carried off prisoners to Red river, where
they were kept until tho Indians wero attacked by tho
American troops under Major Grier. They had taken
good care of them, and had the Americans sent for them
peaceably instead of fighting, they would have been given
up unharmed. Mrs. White was killed when the light
commenced, and Chacon says ho has always been told
that the chijd was killed with the mother. He has never
seefi or heard of it since. Wc have no doubt, and have
never had, that this was the fate of " Mrs. White's child,"
which has been the subject of so much speculation and
vague rumors.
The tight with Flournoy's*company commenced early in

the morning, and continued (in flying skirmishes we sup¬
pose) tiil near sundown. Five Apaches and four Utahs
were killed, and wero buried back of the Wagon-mound,
near a lake of water. The Apaches and whites were at
war at that time in oonseqnenoe of the affair at Las Vegas,
already alluded to. lie says there must have been a great
many Indians in this last fight, or they could not have
killed eight Americans.

Preceding this fight, there is another incident related
by Chacon, of which we never heard before. An Apache
woman, daughter of a chief, (Lobos,) was in prison at Las
Vegas. She was taken out of priion and conveyed by
the American troops to tho Wagon-mound, to point them
where the Apaches were. A few men went with her to
the top of the mound, where she seized a knife and at-
tacked them, making so desperate a fight that they were
obliged to shoot ber.
From Cliaeou's statement, taken in connexion with our

own observations lost spring, ire have no doubt Ibat the
fight with the .small party commenced in tho morning at
Red River, and terminated at the Wagon-mound, near
sundown, tho distance between the places being twenty
miles. We examined, last spring, just on this side of Rod
River, and near tho road, several pits (or rather com-
mencement of pits) sunk in the ground, now partiallyfilled up. It is said by the Indians (as we were then told)
that these cxcavatious were commenced at that time, and
for that purpose. As there was no timber in which to
conceal, and no bluffs near the road at this point, (as at
the place where White's party was attacked,) behind which
they might form an ambush, thoy resorted to this expedi¬
ent of digging pits in which to conceal themselves. From
the number of pits thus commenced, we have no doubt, as
Chacon says, that there must have been a great many.
The mail party probably, came upon them before they

had time to complete their work, aud tho fight commenced,
eont^pued a flying fight through the day, till arriving at
the narrow pass of the Wagon-mound, the Indiuns clo red
in upon the little band and overwhelmed them by num¬
bers.
Wc have often thought that little band must havegivonthe Indians a desperate fight, from the fact that the mail

has scarcely ever been molested by the Indians on that
route from that day to- the present. Cbncon's statement
confirms our preconceived notions of this fight. We think
it altogether likely there were more killed of the Indians
than Cbaoon.is willing to admit; certainly enough to have
made them a little »hy of the mail, Rut, poor fellows, it
was 0 sad price they paid for the benefit of others who
should travel the roaa in future. That Wagon-mound
pass ought to be christened " Thermopylaefor if there
be any virtue or glory in crimson laurels, there lie at that
spot, in scarcely-notieed graves, a few as brave men as
ever formed subjects for a pu n.

The damages done at Greenhorn Chacon says were com¬
mitted by his people in a state of actual starvation, and
they had to have something to eat or die. They were on
a war party.took some green corn, three horses, and one
mule. The horses were returned, the mule wus taken
away by a Tabbawat, and could not be returned, but they
would account for it.
The mules they had taken from Jcmes, some time since,

they had returued by Waquin, or Joaquin, who was then
present.
The wagons stopped by bis people some time since, he

said, were stoppod by three of his band, one of whom was

present. The blankets, &c. taken were given by the
drivers of thoir own acoord.
Such are briefly the statements of Chacon. Doubtless

he has made them as favorable to his people as he well
Could, but, taken in connexion with the knoien facts, we

think them about the most reliable of any we have yet
seen or heard, in regard to the massacre of White's and
the mail parties. He is satisfied that Cbicovelasques was

in both those fights.

Amongst the visiters at present iu the city wc

have been huppy to see, in excellent health, our dis¬
tinguished countrymen, WiSHfltOTON Irving and
the lion. Thomas Buti.ek Kino. Mr. Irving is
one of three honorary members of the Smithsonian
Institution, whose Board of Regents i:> now holding
its annual session.
Gallant Lioislatous..The Albany paper* inform us

that the House of Assembly of New York on .Friday last
presented a spectacle of an unprecedented character, ltj
courte«y of the House, the rule* were -suspended, and a

committee of the Women from the1 Tempt-rance Mas* Con¬
vention, fitting iu that city, were admitted upon the floor,
and granted the privilege of personally presenting nn Ad-
drew, which was read in a firro tone by the chairman of
the committe, Miss Emily Clamc.
The addreaa thus formally presented waa the petition

of twenty-eight thousand of the women of the Empire
Htate, praying the parage of a law to stay the flood of
intemperance by stopping at once and forever the traflic
in rum.

The Lynchburg Virginian claims the honor of the first
discovery of the principle oI the Caloric Engine for a man

named Provty, a gunsmith, who was born and raised in
Richmond Virginia. The Virginian claim" that he con¬

structed and put into oprratiou such an engine as long
ago at 1882.
The Utica Herald says that a model of the Caloric En¬

gine waa made at tho Vulcan Works, in that city, some
ten years since, under the personal direction of Captain
Ekicssor. The Observer states in addition that Messrs.
Rrmiwgtoh, of Illion, Herkimer county, fire .ream since,
constructed an engine on much the same principle, at
considerable expense, but failed to convince practical
men in New York that it wduld work.

OFFICIAL.
Comupondcnce betu-ten tru United S'tufts and

France, via England.
Post OiffJCK Dti'AurwBM', J a n 24, 185;),

l'ursuaut to uuthority vested in the Postmaster Gene¬
ral, aud by unO with the udvice and consent of the Pre¬
sident of the UnitedStutes, (which advice mid congeal
more fully appear by an instrument ia writing thin dayfiled ia the Department,) it being understood that the
British post Office charges the same rate of postage oa
letters and newspapers, to and from FraucG, through Eng¬land, whether the same are conveyed across th« Atlantic
by .Uritish or United Stales packets: thus making a dis¬
crimination of 10 cents (sea postage) in favor o/ the
British line.

It it hereby ordered, That on nil letters to and from
Frauoe, thjough England, the single rate of United Slates
postage be twenty-one cent*, and en all newspapers botransmitted -four cent* each, from and after the date here¬
of, such postage to be collected iu and retained by the
United States.

S. D. HUBBARD, Postmaster General.
* m

*

FROM PE11U.

The Now York Journal of Commerce has Limadates to the 25th ultimo.
Sr. Sanz, the Peruvian Minister Plenipotentiaryto Ecuador, left for Guayaquil on the 24th in tho

steamer of that date.
. The Lima Mensayero of the 21st contains a com¬
munication from the Peruvian Secretary of State
to tho United States Charg£ d'Affaires in that capi¬tal, of which the following is an extract:

44 The attention of this Government has bees directed
with great batisfnotion to the terms of the note of Mr.
Brum, dated 16th November, transmitting to Sr. Ohoa
the resolution of his excellenoy the President of the UnU
ted States, with a distinct acknowledgment of our rights
to the Lobos and other islands along the ooast of Pern,
of which she is now in possession.

" By this declaration that Government has only con¬
firmed the high confidence which the Government of Perot
has always reposed in tho spirit of justice and friend¬
ship with which the Cabinet of Washington has cultivat¬
ed relations between the two Republics. Happily these
havo never encountered serious difficulties; all questions
which have hitherto arisen having been settled in a man¬
ner the most honorable and satisfactory to both countries.
Now thnt a new proof of these honorable sentiments on
the part of tho Government of the United States has
given lustre to the amicable relations before existing, I
am bound to express to you the satisfaction I feel in the
assurance that this result will strengthen the bonds of a

perfect understanding between the two Governments in
time to come, and promote a just respect for the honora¬
ble character which distinguishes the high functionary
who presides over the destinies of the country of Wash¬
ington."

Extract from a Letter dated Lima, December 2o, 1852.
The newj of the settlement of the Lobos question has

been received with great satisfaction. It has been or¬
dered that the vessels which were sent out to load guano
at those islands, Lut which, previous to this arrangement
betweeu the Peruvian Minister at Washington and the
contractors, had been chartered by the agent of Peru at
a low freight, shall receive twenty dollars per ton, like
all other vessels coming under the contract. On Wed¬
nesday, the 2iJd instant, a magnificent dinner was given
at tho Palace to Mr. Clay, the American Charge d'Af-
faires, aud other resident Americans, together with Mr.
Miles, the beam* of despatches from the United States,
who has been treated with much attention by this Gov¬
ernment."

FROM CHILI.
Date# from Valparaiso to the loth December state that

there was some trouble there, between the American Con¬
sul aud the ofliciol authorities, relative to the unjust ar¬

rest, as it is alleged, of an American citizen named
Stewart. No particulars arc given. Private letters of the
latest dates intimate that the matter would be amicably
adjusted ; but a blockade of the port v.'as nevertheless
talke<l of as not an improbable tvont in case the authori¬
ties refused to do what was right. A letter to the Pana¬
ma Star, dated at Valparaiso on the loth December, thus
refers to the subject:

14 For the last few days the knowing ones have bc*n
looking very mysterious, and hinting at something that ia
to take place relative to a demand made by the United
States Government to the authorities here. 1 don't think
1 can allude to it more particnlarly, but 1 may tell youthat tho St. Lawrence is anxiously expected to support a
demand made by our Minister to the Government here."

The Baltimore American says that the great straight
line railroad from Baltimore through Cincinnati to St
Louis is in steady progress of construction. From St.
Louis to Cincinnati the whole line is uudcr contraoi.
Between Cincinnati and Parkcriburg the middle division
of the Cincinnati, Hillsborough, and P/rkersburg Rail¬
road w ill be let to contractors on the first of February
ensuing. This division, extending from- Hillsborough,
Highland county, Ohio, to the coal and iron mines of that
State, in Jackson county, is about fifty-six miles in length.
The western division of this railway, extending from Cin¬
cinnati to Hillsborough, sixty miles east of the former
place, has been for some time in operation, and is doing,
we are informed, n heavy local business in agricultural
products. The Baltimore portion of the chain, extending
from Three Forks to I'arkersburg, will be pushed for¬
ward with due energy.
Some two hundred girls, all Americans, are employed

in ornamenting and finishing porcelain ware in the oity of
New York. All of them except four aro employed in the
process of burnishing the gold after it comes from the fur¬
nace, and the painting is all done by experienced male ar¬

tists. It is probable that hereafter females may be em¬

ployed in the painting branch.

Trial r«R Manslauuiitkb..The Jury in tb« case of
Capt. Charlks W. Farmiam, tried before the United States
Circuit Court at New York last week for manslaughter,
in causing the destruction of human life from Inattention
in permitting the boilers of* the steamer Reindeer to ex¬

plode, was unable to agree upon a verdict, and has been
discharged. It is said that they stood six for conviction
and six for acquittal. In the course of his charge to the
Jury, Judge Bbtts decided that, in judgment of law^Lt
was the duty of oaptiiins of utenmboats to give orders
that the safety-valves (feeuM tie opened when the boat
stopped.

The "¦ State Register" says that quite a volcano has
been discovered at Albany, New York. The friends of
the Hon. Dasikl Dickinson (it says) have for some time
been qnijtly but effectually at work, fortifying him for
the Cabinet of Geii. Piirck. They have succeeded in
procuring the signatures of a majority of the members
of the State Convention flint nominated Gov. Skyhour
and the Presidential Electors of this State; a majority
of the Electors themselves; n majority of the Democra¬
tic members of both the Senate and the Assembly, and a

majority of the Democratio members of Congress elect
from the State. This has so alarmed the Barnburners
and Soft Shells that a delegation, consisting of Lieut.
Governor Chircii, Comptroller John C.*Wrioiit, Attor¬
ney General CmirmD, Stats Treasurer Wm'ii, and
Pr.iRSf.'AOOBW, Esq., left Albany on Wednesday for Con¬
cord to counteract the Dickinson iufluenee.

On the 81st of December the Illinois College was de¬
stroyed by fire at Jacksonville. The main building waa

absnt 100 feet )ong by 40 f«ft dee, , and is wholly demo¬
lished. A wing at the north end was occupied as a boa^j-
iag-house, and is likewise a complete ruin. The edifice
destroyed was erected in 1832, and oost about $26,000.
Arrangements ore in progress to build a new edifiec.

Otorgt Coitingham, convicted of purloinlng^etters from
the post office at Albany, where he was employed as penny-
postman, has been sentenced to tcft years and four montha

imprisonment in the penitentiary.
AxticiPATsn Familv Qatheiukci..^All the llvons in

the United States, or as many of them as please, are in¬

vited to meet at the United States Hotel in Boeton, on the

l6th of Febmltff firxt, to make arrangements for secur¬

ing an unclaimed inheritance in England.


